A  PERIOD OF ANXIETY

Flag-Lieutenant Brumby was sent to make sure that
she stopped to report, in keeping with the custom of
other foreign men-of-war. When the Cormoran saw
the McCulloch approaching she turned and steamed
toward the northern part of the bay, compelling the
McCulloch to follow. Brumby first hoisted the in-
ternational signal, "I wish to communicate." No
attention was paid to this by the Cormoran. Then
Brumby fired a shot across her bows, which had the
desired effect.

On the following day Vice-Admiral von Diedrichs
sent a capable, tactful young officer of his staff to
me with a memorandum of grievances. When I had
heard them through I made the most of the occasion
by using him as a third person to state candidly and
firmly my attitude in a verbal message which he
conveyed to his superior so successfully that Vice-
Admiral von Diedrichs was able to understand my
point of view. There was no further interference
with the blockade or breach of the etiquette which
had been established by the common consent of the
other foreign commanders. Thus, as I explained
to the President, after the war was over, a difference
of opinion about international law had been ad-
justed amicably, without adding to the sum of his
worries.fully satisfy any inquiries on my part before proceed-
